Information Processing

Dyslexia is an information processing disability. There are three types.

Visual Processing Difficulties
People with visual processing difficulties may find:

· Letters do not hold still.

· Print is blurred or jumpy

· They have a poor visual memory.

· They may have difficulties with sequencing, ordering and direction

· They cannot distinguish the shape of letters or words.

· They often lose their place or miss lines within a text.

Auditory Processing Difficulties

People with auditory processing difficulties may:

· Have a poor memory for sounds.
· Have difficulty retrieving names or finding the word they want to use.
· When reading, are unable to use phonics and so cannot read unknown or unfamiliar words.
· The reading style may be slow and hesitant.
· Spelling is bizarre e.g.
Cultester/collection
Silencne/silence
Croalle/trial
Motor Processing Difficulties 

Motor processing difficulties can usually be identified by:

· Messy handwriting, badly formed letters, sometimes illegible.

· The ideas of a composition being disjointed and without form or structure.

· Experience of the hand not doing what is wanted.

· Work having many crossings out, letters omitted or repeated.

· Writing being a very tiring experience.

· Spelling errors such as rember for remember. Unable to track words due to poor eye-hand co-ordination.

Sources: C&G9485 course materials Chelmsford ACC 2006, British Dyslexia Association website www.bdadyslexia.org.uk , Dyslexia Action www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk 


