
Indicators that a Student may be Dyslexic

The most important indicator is a discrepancy between oral skills and language and literacy ability.

There are many other indicators and each individual will display a different pattern.

Some general indicators are:

· Poor sense of time

· Left/ right confusion

· Disorganised

· Restlessness and over-excitability.

· Frustration at lack of achievement.

Spelling is often a problem and the following are possible indicators:

· An inability to remember sound/letter association.

· A difficulty in remembering when and how to use homophones.

· Sometimes getting letters in the wrong order. E.g. flied or feild for field; thier or thrie for their.

· Has good and bad days for spelling.

· Uses capital letters in the wrong places.

· Has a tendency to use phonetic spelling.

The following indicators relate to reading:

· Adding or leaving out syllables, words or phrases.

· Change of word order.

· Substitution or reversal of syllables or words.

· Confusion between similar words for example of/for; lots/lost

· Poor vowel discrimination.

· Letter confusion or substitution for example b/d, m/w.

· Inability to keep their place on the page.

These indicators relate to writing

· Difficulties with planning and organising writing.

· Difficulties with punctuation and paragraphing.

· Faulty grammar and syntax.

· Slow writing speed.

· Inaccurate proof reading.

Sources: C&G9485 course materials Chelmsford ACC 2006, British Dyslexia Association website www.bdadyslexia.org.uk , Dyslexia Action www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk 


