Let’s get detecting!
Essential equipment for pond dippers.
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Equipment: Pencils and paper \\ T \f)[w . ‘
Used for: Drawing your finds &\l '
~ and taking notes .o 4l

. : ;TN ‘
TIP: Record thedate, time, weather
conditions and what you find, and if
you visit again, see if you can spot

! - the same creatures : |
S . e . / LY
Sweep net ‘\. o
/

tching pond life
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Equipment: Containe}\
Used for: Holding the
creatures you catch

TIP: A clean, white
tub will be best

Equipment: Plastic spoons
Used for: Carefully picking
creatures up so you can
- see them in detail ! :
o . TIP: Try using
\' | the goom feature

Remember - don’t go in the water (not even if you drop something!).

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -
and don't forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! ﬁ*
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Let’s get detecting!
‘ What will you find?
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gouta scientific experiment:
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gis abitlike carrytn e biggest animal, will you find

Going pond dippin i th e
What will you discover; I ping adventure into a scientific

ish..2 Turn your pond dip ight find:
e frogstot;gﬁ rs:\‘c;irdn; sogne predictions about what you g
experimen

Your prediction . What you dctu_ally found

What shape will
the pond be and
how big will it be?

Will the pond
be surrounded
by trees?
What species?

How many fish, frogs
and minibeqgtg will
you spot?

Don’t forget to record what you actually found. Were your predications correct?
Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -
and don’t forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website!
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P Be a real Nature Detective!
‘ Record the pond life you found.

Take a photo of your finds.
\
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Write about the watery wildlife!

When you're finished, please put the pond life back
where you found it.
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Maybe you could be a real scientist and compare your predictions with what you spotted - were you right?

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -

and don’t forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! *
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Safety tips.
Have fun and stay safe by the water.

Everyone loves
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Follow our handy tips
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. Be careful by the
water’s edge - i
can be slippery.

Cover any cuts
or grages with a
waterproof plaster

D to stop them

> the . getting infected.

} \ose You' bg\ wneelind 9 ? 2X
it \nste"d\’ <idewoys TS - Y

Don't gointhe
Pond even 'fHOU

T drop Something - Always wash your
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- Move away than it looksl soapy water when
from the edge _ you've finished!
to examine

P your finds.
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Remember, don’t touch the creatures you catch - c8refully use your plastic spoons instead.

¢

Stick to these useful tips and stay safe.

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -
and don't forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! ﬁﬁ
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Let’s get detecting!
Top tips for pond dippers.
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Grab your gear!
Make sure you have the right equipment - use
our checklist to mark off what you've got.
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[ t prepared. . . 7

6 g:for:'e Sou start dipping, fill your cor\tcun:rsou
with pond water. That way, any crecture gto |
catch will be happy while they wait for youto ,

inspect them.

Examine what you've caught.
Carefullg turn your net inside oyt
and into one of your containers.  *
So.me of the creatures might be

quite small; try using a spoon to
gently lift them out of the water  *
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for dipping:

% : t d, with \ SO you ca
Find a 99°d spo by the edge of the PO“\ & bit . L , nwgef a closer look.
Stand sideways on dith apart. If you S : T
our feet shoulderW y the water instead. 6 < e T
i ~ Be a real naturalist.

Qraw or take photos of your
discoveries. -

Get dipping!
Hold your net tightly and sweep
it Fhrough the water gs if you're
using it to draw q figure of eight
(this is thought to catch more

pond life than if you swept it
back and forthl).
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Super spotter!

Try dipping in other parts of the pond -
across the surface, in the weeds, in the
goo’eg mud - to find other creatures
Don’t forget to spot birds, dragonﬂie;s
and other insects flying over the water
\\ |

?

Remember, don’t touch the creatures you catch - c8refully use your plastic spoons instéad.

\

How many different species can you spot?

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -
and don’t forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! ﬁﬁ

woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives | 03303335301 | naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk
f Search for nature detectives’ ¥ #NatureDetectives WOODLAND
© Made in 2015 by the Woodland Trust (registered charity nos 294344 and SC038885) Rieeep i s JRCSI



http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives
mailto:naturedetectives%40woodlandtrust.org.uk?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/naturedetectives
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

Let’s go pond dipping.
Spotted any underwater creatures?
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Not all these creatures live in water — spot some above and around the pond instead.

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use -
and don't forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! ﬁ*
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